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A deadly Friday in Gaza and West Bank 


MOHAMAD TOROKMAN/REUTERS 


A Palestinian demonstrator passes a barricade of rocks and burning tires near the West Bank city of Nablus on Friday during violent 
confrontations between Israeli troops and Palestinians angered by President Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. Four Palestinians — two in the Gaza Strip and two in the West Bank — were killed in the clashes. Story, A9 


Trump's judicial picks hit first head winds 


BY JOHN WAGNER, 
ROBERT O’HARROW JR. 
AND KAROUN DEMIRJIAN 


President Trump’s aggressive 
push to fill scores of federal court 
vacancies with conservative 
judges hit severe turbulence this 
week, as he was forced to with- 
draw two nominees and an em- 
barrassing video went viral 
showing a third struggling to 
answer rudimentary questions 
about the law. 


White House forced to withdraw two nominees, while 
a third struggles to answer senator’s legal questions 


The White House said Friday 
that it is standing by the nomina- 
tion of Matthew Petersen, a nom- 
inee for the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia, 
despite a clip from his confirma- 
tion hearing posted on Twitter in 
which Petersen was unable to 


answer questions about legal 
and courtroom terms posed by a 
Republican senator. 

The episode offered more am- 
munition to Democrats, who 
have accused Trump of tapping 
inexperienced nominees in a 
rush to reshape the federal judi- 


ciary. Even some Republicans 
have suggested they’ve felt pres- 
sured by the White House to 
move forward with his picks. 

White House spokesman Ho- 
gan Gidley defended the qualifi- 
cations of Petersen, a member of 
the Federal Election Commis- 
sion since 2008 with no trial 
experience, saying the regulatory 
panel handles “the very kinds of 
issues” the court decides. 

“It is no surprise the Presi- 


JUDGES CONTINUED ON A7 


GOP tax measure 
garners enough 
support to pass 


TWO HOLDOUTS SAY 
THEY’LL VOTE YES 


First big legislative win 
for President Trump 


BY DAMIAN PALETTA, 
ERICA WERNER, 
JEFF STEIN 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 


Congressional Republicans se- 
cured enough support Friday to 
pass their massive tax plan, a 
measure that would deliver a ma- 
jor legislative victory to President 
Trump and his GOP allies and 
make tax changes affecting nearly 
every American family and busi- 
ness. 

Passage appeared certain after 
two critical holdouts, Sens. Marco 
Rubio (R-Fla.) and Bob Corker 
(R-Tenn.), said they would vote 
for the bill next week. 

Rubio was the key piece of a 
complicated and shifting political 
puzzle that the White House and 
GOP leaders spent months trying 
to solve, as all Democrats vowed 
to oppose the bill and a handful of 
Republicans made strident de- 
mands. 

The Florida Republican insist- 
ed on an expansion of the child tax 
credit in exchange for his vote, 
and GOP leaders relented, grow- 
ing a benefit for working-class 
families. Corker’s support was un- 
expected, as he had opposed an 
earlier version of the tax bill two 
weeks ago amid concerns about 
its additions to the deficit. 

But Friday he said that he 
viewed the bill as a “once-in-a- 
generation opportunity” that, 
combined with changes to immi- 
gration and trade policy, would 
help the economy. 

The bill would push into law a 
$1.5 trillion tax package that was 


Highlights 


A tax cut for most people, but 
especially the wealthy The bill 
would reduce the top tax rate from 
39.6 percent to 37 percent while 
also lowering rates in other tax 
brackets. These changes expire at 
the end of 2025. 


A giant tax cut for corporations 
The corporate tax rate would drop 
to 21 percent from 35 percent in 
the most significant part of the bill. 
This change does not expire. 


Key deductions remain The bill 
would preserve the deduction for 
mortgage interest up to $750,000 
and the state and local tax 
deduction up to $10,000. 


The end of a health-care 

rule The bill would end the 
Affordable Care Act provision that 
everyone must have health 
insurance or pay a penalty, a 
change that could lead an 
estimated 13 million people to 
drop their coverage. 


A big deficit hit The Joint 
Committee on Taxation estimated 
that the Senate version of the bill 
— similar to the final plan — would 
cost $1 trillion over a decade. 


mostly written by Republicans 
behind closed doors and with lit- 
tle public debate. 

If passed, the measure would 
represent Trump’s first major leg- 
islative victory. It includes an 
overhaul of the tax code and a 
targeted change to the Affordable 
Care Act, the Obama-era health- 
care law Republicans have long 
sought to dismantle. 

On net, Republicans believe 
that the bill would lower most 
people’s taxes. But many Ameri- 
cans — particularly those in high- 
tax states such as New York, New 
Jersey and California — would see 

TAX PLAN CONTINUED ON A5 


9 more women 

accuse Kozinski 
of inappropriate 
sexual behavior 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


Nine more women say that 
Alex Kozinski — a high-profile 
judge who sits on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 9th Circuit — 
subjected them to sexual com- 
ments or other conduct, includ- 
ing four who say he touched 
them inappropriately. 

Kozinski, known for his liber- 
tarian views and colorful written 
opinions, already had been ac- 
cused of subjecting several wom- 
en to a range of inappropriate 
sexual conduct or comments, 
and the circuit’s chief judge on 
Thursday took the first step in 
launching an investigation into 
his behavior. The matter was 
assigned Friday to the 2nd Cir- 
cuit judicial council. 

The new allegations — which 
span decades and include not 
just those who worked for Kozin- 
ski but also those who encoun- 
tered him at events — bring the 
total number of women accusing 
the judge of inappropriate be- 
havior to at least 15. 

One recent law student at the 
University of Montana said that 
Kozinski, at a 2016 reception, 
pressed his finger into the side of 

KOZINSKI CONTINUED ON A7 
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Frigid agricultural fields in St. Vincent, Minn., that lie along an entry route into Canada. 


Migrants’ perilous path to Canada 


U.S. crackdown drives asylum seekers into winter’s harsh embrace 


BY TIM CRAIG 
IN NOYES, MINN. 


Chad Cosley tracks them as if they were deer. 
He looks for footprints and frequently checks 
his network of trail cameras, which had been 
documenting wildlife along the U.S.-Canada 
border but now also capture would-be refugees 


“T was up there hunting just on November 4, 
and we had fresh snow,” said Cosley, 45, who 
owns a parcel delivery service. “The following 


definitely a gal.” 


fleeing the United States under President 


Trump. 


morning, we had four sets of footprints walking 
all the way up to the border with Canada, and 
there was a glove laying there on the ground — 
brand new, with perfume on it — so it was 


MIGRANTS CONTINUED ON A10 


Sen. Collins taking leap of 
faith with tax-bill support 


BY ERICA WERNER 


As GOP tax legislation nears 
final passage on Capitol Hill, Sen. 
Susan Collins is approaching the 
moment for a mighty leap of faith. 

The Maine Republican extract- 
ed key concessions in exchange for 
her support for the bill, including 
commitments from the Trump ad- 
ministration and Senate leaders to 
back two pieces of legislation 
pumping money into the health- 
care system. 

The problem is, House Republi- 
cans largely oppose the health- 
care bills. And while Collins antici- 
pates that the commitments will 
be included in must-pass spending 
legislation to keep the government 
open, the tax package is scheduled 
for a final vote next week, before 
the spending measure. 

That means Collins will have to 
cast her vote on the tax bill without 
knowing for certain that commit- 
ments made to her will be hon- 
ored, leading critics to say she’s 
getting played for a fool. 

If she prevails, Collins will have 
been responsible for the passage of 
significant legislation that could 
help make insurance coverage 
more affordable for tens of thou- 
sands of Americans. 

And if not? 

“fm counting on the adminis- 
tration to make sure that does not 


x` 


MELINA MARA/THE WASHINGTON POST 
Sen. Susan Collins extracted 
concessions on health care, but 
critics say she is being played. 


happen,” Collins said in an inter- 
view. “I would consider it a very 
serious breach of a promise to me.” 

“And,” Collins added with a 
laugh, “they don’t want to do that.” 

Indeed, with the fourth-term 
senator poised to play an even 
more pivotal role in the Senate 
next year, she might be among the 
last people President Trump or 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) wants to alienate. 

One of the few remaining mod- 
erate Republicans in the Senate, 
the 65-year-old Collins has repeat- 
edly used her vote to sway out- 
comes and shape the debate on 
issues from nominations to health 
care to the environment. She 
passed up a run for Maine gover- 
nor earlier this year even though 
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<< Reflections Those who 
loved — and lost — this year 
look back at the lives of their 
loved ones who died in 2017. 
Magazine 


Harassment on a global 
scale Women who travel to 
see the world share a 
universal issue: sexual 
harassment. Here’s what 
they can do to protect 
themselves. Travel 
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NIKO TAVERNISE/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX 


<< ‘The Post’ In 1971, The 
Washington Post’s publisher 
decided to print articles 
based on the Pentagon 
Papers at a time when the 
US. government was trying 
to restrain the media. Meryl 
Streep portrays Katharine 
Graham in a movie that 
discovered new relevance 
during its production. Plus, 
the 10 best journalism films. 
Arts & Style 


REAL ESTATE 
Astep-by-step guide 
Entering the world of real estate 
investment by becoming a landlord 
requires a close look at your 
options, as well as a sound 
strategy. 


THE NATION 

Battle over net neutrality 
The Federal Communications 
Commission’s vote to repeal its net 
neutrality rules marked the end of 
a brief experiment. Here is what’s 
next. A11 
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